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THE WORD OF COD TODAY
John 11: 3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45

Mary and Martha sent a message to Jesus, 'Lord, he whom you love is ill.' But when Jesus heard
it, he said, 'This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God
may be glorified through it.' Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he
was.
.. . Jesus came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, 'Take
away the stone.' Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 'Lord, already there is a stench
because he has been dead for four days.' Jesus said to her, 'Did I not tell you that if you
believed, you would see the glory of God?' So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked
upwards and said, 'Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but
I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent
me.' When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 'Lazarus, come out!' The dead man came
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, 'Unbind him, and let him go.'
REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
This story Is about Jesus, and how he raised Lazarus from the dead. There are many interesting
things in this story, but today, let's focus on just one. Have you ever noticed that Jesus enlists
the people to assist him in this task? As Lazarus emerges from the tomb, Jesus tells the people,
'Unbind him, and let him go.'
Put yourself in this story. Imagine Jesus saying to you the words, "Unbind him/her and let them
go free." Who is Jesus talking about? Who are you being invited to set free?
If we look with the eyes of our hearts, we can easily see that there are
many people around us who are unfree, bound by invisible chains,
imprisons that probably do not have walls or guards. Some of them are
imprisoned by mental illness or by addiction. Some are imprisoned by
gossip, and by the stories spread about them or their past that make it
difficult for them to go about their daily lives in a productive manner.
Some are bound by a poor self-image. Some are unfree because they
cannot forgive a friend, family member or neighbour for a wrong done to
them in the past. Some are not free because they have never heard the
words, "I forgive you" from the lips of another person.
Today, hear Jesus saying to you, 'Unbind them, and set them free.'
Visit: www.rcsj.org
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SOLIDARITY SUNDAY
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Development and Peace has been at the heart
of change for 50 years! Thank you for being with us!

WOMEN AT THE HEART
OFCHANGE
For Lent 2017, Development and Peace - Caritas Canada has chosen to put
women at the forefront to highlight their role and their very special importance
in every aspect of development, whether it be social, environmental or
economIC.
Women at the Heart of Change conjures up more than just the desire to
reiterate the centrality of women as an engine of change. It is also to open
people's hearts during this season of Lent to the sufferings, injustices and
obstacles faced, every single day, by millions of women and girls all over the
world.
It is to pray, as Pope Francis invited us to do in May 2016, "that in all
countries of the world, women may be honoured, respected and valued for
their essential contribution to society."
Above all else, it is to act in solidarity with and walk along-side those women
and men who advocate for an equal and inclusive society, one in which
women can participate hand-in-hand with men in building the world of
tomorrow. Be at the heart of change!
A family activity for this week: Visit the website of Development and Peace.
Find out more about this organization which has been serving for the past 50
years. Their Share Lent campaign this year focuses on Women At the Heart
of Change. Explore, educate and discuss as a family.
Visit at:

www.devp.org/en/sharelent2017/materials

YOU ASKED...
I heard that Archbishop Currie was going to visit some offices of the
Roman Curia while he was in Rome. What offices are there?
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The Roman Curia is the administration of the Holy See, through which the pope guides and
directs the Catholic Church. There many offices and departments in the Curia. They are the
following:
1. Congregations, headed by a prefect, who is most frequently a cardinal:
1. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (which also has jurisdiction over
sexual abuse of minors committed by priests)
2. The Congregation for the Oriental Churches
3. The Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments
4. The Congregation for the Causes of Saints
5. The Congregation for Bishops
6. The Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples
7. The Congregation for the Clergy
8. The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life
9. The Congregation for Catholic Education (for seminaries and educational
institutions)
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1. The Dicastery for the Laity, Family and Life
2. The Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development
3. Tribunals:
1. The Apostolic Penitentiary
2. The Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura
3. The Tribunal of the Roman Rota
4. Pontifical councils
1. The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity
2. The Pontifical Council for the Interpretation of Legislative Texts
3. The Pontifical Council for lnterreligious Dialogue
4. The Pontifical Council for Culture
5. The Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization
5. Offices:
1. The Apostolic Camera, headed by the Camerlengo of the Holy Roman Church
2. The Administration of the Patrimony of the Apostolic See
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3. The Prefecture for the Economic Affairs of the Holy See
6. Secretariats:
1. The Secretariat of State (or Papal Secretariat)
2. The Secretariat for the Economy
3. The Secretariat for Communications
To find out more, go to: www.vatican.va/roman_curia/index.htm
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